
Angular Linearity and Resolution on 
Theta Probe 

The unique feature of Thermo Scientific Theta Probe is its
ability to make angle resolved XPS measurements without
tilting the sample and by collecting the whole of its angular
range simultaneously. The two-dimensional detector then
collects the angular range in one direction and electron
kinetic energy in the other direction. The purpose of 
this document is to report upon the linearity and the
resolution of the instrument when it is used in the 
angle resolving mode. 

1. Expected Angular Response 

Electrons emitted from a uniform, homogeneous solid
suffer inelastic collisions within the solid. As shown in the
technical document AN31014, the intensity of the emitted
electrons from a given depth is given by:

I = I0exp(-d/λcosθ)

Where I0 is the intensity from an infinitely thick
substrate, d is the depth and θ is the angle of emission. 
To get to the total emission from the material the above
expression must be integrated with respect to d from zero
to infinity. On doing this it will be found that:

Itotal ∝ cosθ

The angular distribution of electron intensity should
therefore have a cosine dependency.

2. Experimental

For speed and convenience all these data were obtained
using electrons from a flood gun. A beam of 500 eV
electrons was directed at a smooth silver sample and the
elastically scattered electrons were measured in the
analyzer.

With the Theta Probe operating in its angle resolving
mode, the sample was placed in the analysis position and
the angular response recorded. The detector was set to
collect data in 96 angular channels. This is shown in
Figure 1 and compared this with a cosine curve. The cosine
curve has been normalized to the signal value at the
smallest angle.

Clearly there is very good agreement between the two
curves. This indicates qualitatively that the angle resolving
mode is operating correctly. However, a more quantitative
method is needed to establish the accuracy, linearity and
angular resolution from the instrument.

Figure 2: The calibration ladder

3. The Calibration “Ladder”

This device was designed to allow precisely-defined
angular ranges of electrons to enter the Theta Probe lens.
This has the appearance of a ladder and its photograph is
shown in Figure 2.

The ladder is manufactured in such a way that, when
it is placed against the lens of the instrument, there are
four angular ranges within which electrons can pass into
the lens and three ranges within which electrons are
prevented from entering the lens. The total angular range
is 60° and these seven angular ranges are all equal to
8.57° (60°/7). The operation of the ladder is illustrated in
Figure 3.
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Figure 1: Comparison of the angular response from Theta Probe with a
cosine curve



Figure 3: The angular ranges defined by the calibration ladder

4. Angular Linearity

Another set of angular data, similar to that shown in
Figure 1, was collected with the ladder placed in front of
the lens. As expected, there were four angular regions
within which signal was able to reach the lens and three
regions within which the signal was blocked. The results
are shown in Figure 4.

By measuring the angle at which the signal reaches
50% of its maximum value for each step change in signal
and plotting this against the angle defined by the ladder,
the linearity of the angular detector can be determined.
The calibration graph is shown in Figure 5 along with a
linear regression line through the experimental points.

The accuracy and linearity of the angular measurements
can be seen to be excellent.

Figure 4: Angular data collected by Theta Probe through the 
calibration ladder

Figure 5: Correlation of the angles measured from the Theta Probe with the
angles calculated from the geometry of the ladder

5. Angular Resolution

To determine the angular resolution obtained from 
Theta Probe each of the step changes in Figure 5 must be
examined more closely. For the purpose of this document
the angular resolution will be defined as the angular range
over which the signal changes from 20% to 80% of its
maximum value at each step. Hence from Figure 4 we can
make six measurements of the angular resolution, the data
is plotted in Figure 6.

From Figure 6 it can be seen that the angular
resolution is always less than 1.6°, the mean value over
the full angular range is less than 1.3°. Since the detection
system was set to collect data from 96 angular channels
the resolution might be expected to be 60°/96 = 0.625°. 
It is therefore evident that the resolution is determined by
the electron optical system rather than the resolution of
the two dimensional detector.

Figure 6: The measured angle resolution of Theta Probe as a function of
collection angle. The horizontal line on this graph shows the mean value for
the resolution of < 1.3°

www.thermo.com/surfaceanalysis

©2004, 2008 Thermo Fisher Scientific Inc. All rights reserved. All trademarks are the property of Thermo Fisher Scientific Inc. and its subsidiaries. 
Specifications, terms and pricing are subject to change. Not all products are available in all countries. Please consult your local sales representative for details.

In addition to these 

offices, Thermo Fisher

Scientific maintains 

a network of represen-

tative organizations 

throughout the world.

Africa
+43 1 333 5034 127
Australia
+61 2 8844 9500
Austria
+43 1 333 50340
Belgium
+32 2 482 30 30
Canada
+1 800 530 8447
China
+86 10 8419 3588
Denmark
+45 70 23 62 60 
Europe-Other
+43 1 333 5034 127
France
+33 1 60 92 48 00
Germany
+49 6103 408 1014
India
+91 22 6742 9434
Italy
+39 02 950 591
Japan 
+81 45 453 9100
Latin America
+1 608 276 5659
Middle East
+43 1 333 5034 127
Netherlands
+31 76 579 55 55
South Africa
+27 11 570 1840
Spain 
+34 914 845 965
Sweden / Norway /
Finland
+46 8 556 468 00
Switzerland
+41 61 48784 00
UK 
+44 1442 233555
USA 
+1 800 532 4752

www.thermo.com

AN31004_E 05/08M

VG Systems Ltd. Trading as
Thermo Fisher Scientific, East
Grinstead, UK is ISO Certified.

Part of Thermo Fisher Scientific


